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EXAMINER S ANSWER 


This is in response to the appeal brief filed August 13, 2004. 

A statement identifying the real party in interest is contained in the brief 
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(1) Real Party in Interest 

A statement identifying the real party in interest is contained in the brief. 

(2) Related Appeals and Interferences 

The brief does not contain a statement identifying the related appeals and interferences 
which will directly affect or be directly affected by or have a bearing on the decision in the 
pending appeal is contained in the brief Therefore, it is presumed that there are none. The 
Board, however, may exercise its discretion to require an explicit statement as to the existence of 
any related appeals and interferences. 

(3) Status of Claims 

The statement of the status of the claims contained in the brief is correct. 

(4) Status of Amendments After Final 

The appellant's statement of the status of amendments after final rejection contained in 
the brief is correct. 

(5) Summary of Invention 

The summary of invention contained in the brief is correct. 

(6) Issues 

The appellant's statement of the issues in the brief is correct. 

(7) Grouping of Claims 

The rejection of claims 1-18 stand or fall together because appellant's brief does not 
include a statement that this grouping of claims does not stand or fall together and reasons in 
support thereof. See 37 CFR 1 .192(c)(7). 

(8) Claims Appealed 
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The copy of the appealed claims contained in the Appendix to the brief is correct. 

(9) Prior Art of Record 

6,678,386 Robinson et al 01-2004 

(1 0) Grounds of Rejection 

The following ground(s) of rejection are applicable to the appealed claims: 

Claims 1,5-6, and 9-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e). This rejection is set forth in 
the prior Office Action, mailed on May 14, 2004. 

Regarding claims 1, 5-6, and 9-10, Robinson teaches a modular assembly for a hearing 
instrument comprising: a faceplate (10), a battery door (101, 140) in the faceplate; and an 
electrical programming contact assembly (200-220, 300-340; fig. 2-4) partially affixed to the 
faceplate and generally adjacent and conforming to the battery door. 

Regarding claim 2, Robinson teaches the faceplate comprises a generally rectangular 
opening; and a battery door resides within the generally rectangular opening (fig. 1). 

Allowable Subject Matter 
Claims 3-4, 7-8, and 1 1-18 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, 
but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the 
base claim and any intervening claims. 


(11) Response to Argument 
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With respect to the Appellant 's arguments that the Robinson reference does not discloses, 
teach or suggest an electrical programming contact assembly, "generally adjacent and 
conforming to the battery door" as presented in claims 1 and 5. 

Robinson does show the electrical . . .contact assembly (200-220, 300-340, figs. 2-4) 
generally adjacent and conforming to the battery door by showing for example in figures 2-3, the 
contact assembly portions (300-340) clearly touching the battery door portion (101, 140) as 
depicted below. 

With respect to the Appellant 's arguments that the Robinson reference does not discloses, 
teach or suggest an electrical programming contact, "generally adjacent and conforming to the 
battery door " as presented in claims 9. 

Robinson does teach the electrical contact (300-340) generally adjacent and conforming 
to the battery door by showing for example in figures 2-3, the contact portions (300-340) clearly 
touching the battery door portion (101, 140) as depicted below. 
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With respect to the Appellant 's arguments that the Robinson reference does not discloses, 
teach or suggest a contact [electrical programming contact assembly] affixed to the faceplate. 

Robinson teaches the slot 220 of the faceplate 10 is used to hold [affix] the contacts (300- 
340, figs. 2-4) to the faceplate (col. 4 lines 59-60). 
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For the above reasons, it is believed that the rejections should be sustained. 
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Respectfully submitted, 


Phyiesha Dabney 
February 7, 2005 
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